
A special focus on
speech
Imagine a “normal” day; getting

up in the morning, dressing,

making breakfast, shopping, vis-

iting friends. “Normal” days are

as different as one person from

the next is different. But one

thing is certain – everyday life

takes us through many different

listening situations, some of

which are more difficult than

others. 

When you are in a noisy

situation, like a restaurant or

shopping mall, it can be a great

challenge to focus on what

people are saying. It certainly

would be nice to have hearing

aids that could focus for you in

these situations. These hearing

aids exist. They’re called 

directional hearing aids and they

give you a clear advantage in 

difficult listening situations.

Gaia directional hearing aids

provide you with more control

over your hearing. You can

manually switch between two

different listening programs, one

for everyday use, and the other

for pinpointing speech in noisy

surroundings.

Stay in touch with the
world
The surround program is perfect

for everyday situations, when

you want to be able to hear

everything that’s going on around

you. When the hearing aid is in

this setting, Gaia will make all

sounds come through clearer and

keep you in contact with your

surroundings – no matter where

the sound is coming from.

When you are at home, for

example, switching to the

directional program ensures that

loud sounds coming from behind

remain at a comfortable level

while making other people’s

voices in front of you easier to

hear.

When conversation is
important
There will be situations where

you want to hear the speaker in

front of you very clearly. This is

where the directional program is

ideal. It automatically protects

you from the background noise,

which otherwise would drown

out the speech and make it

harder to understand.

You could be celebrating an

anniversary, for example, with

your family and friends in a

restaurant. The conversations are

lively; everyone is enjoying

themselves. But you find it

difficult to follow what’s being

said. Now is the time to switch

to the directional program in

Gaia. The direct program makes

speech come through clearly and

simultaneously suppresses

background noise.

You are in control
No two people are alike; some

prefer to hear sounds from all

directions, even in noisy

surroundings. Others want to be

able to focus even in relatively

quiet environments. In certain

situations – such as in busy

traffic, directionality can

actually be a disadvantage.

This is why it is so important to

be able to adjust to any given

situation. When you wear Gaia

hearing aids, you have the

freedom to switch to the

directional program whenever

you feel you can benefit from it.

In addition to providing

excellent sound quality and

speech understanding, Gaia gives

you direct control over your

ability to focus on speech. It puts

background noise where it’s

supposed to be – in the background!

Gaia directional

instruments are

available in

Behind-the-Ear and

In-the-Ear styles.
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The Directional
Experience

Knud Beier:

Carsten Ahlbom interviews 79-year-old Knud Beier,

retired Managing Director, who has just completed a

fitting of Oticon’s new Gaia Directional hearing aids.

After 14 days of lively indoor and outdoor activity,

Knud pinpoints a number of benefits he’s never

experienced before…

Knud, what has it been like to wear these

instruments in everyday listening situations?

It’s been a truly pleasurable experience. The speech

and sound quality is far superior to anything I’ve

ever tried before. My old hearing aids were good for

the technology of the time. But technology

advances, and I can really feel the difference with

Gaia. During the trial period I was in a meeting with
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In the directional program, Gaia

reduces the noise coming from

the sides and the back, so you

can focus on what is coming

directly in front of you.

In the surround program, Gaia

provides information from all

directions.
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